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Partner with a unique, 

vibrant finance case

competition in Canada
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On behalf of the John Molson School of Business,

welcome to Montreal and welcome to Concordia.

I am very proud that for the eightth consecutive

year we will be hosting the Van Berkom JMSB

Small-Cap Case Competition—the only case

competition in Canada focused exclusively on

small cap business cases. At JMSB, we firmly

believe that as we prepare students for the job

market, it is imperative that we expose them to as

many dimensions of business as possible in

addition to what they learn in class. This event is a

shining example of that kind of hands-on learning.

Message from the Dean

Message from the Director

In the classroom, students learn portfolio theory and

market efficiency. The Van Berkom JMSB Small Cap

Case Competition allows students to take this in-

class learning and apply it to small-cap investing,

which allows for bottom-up stock picking and the

pursuit of abnormal returns. It’s a unique way to

approach valuation and a great compliment to

the classroom theory.

At the VBCC, the buy side meets the sell side,

valuation is followed up by a pitch and the

investment world enters the classroom. It is through

the generous monetary and in-kind donations from

our sponsors that this competition is possible. We

sincerely appreciate your support and look forward

to another successful and exciting competition.

Reena Atanasiadis

Director, Van Berkom JMSB Small Cap Case Competition

I would like to extend a special thank you to Mr. J. Sebastian van Berkom, LLD 17—a great alumnus

and friend of JMSB, for his foresight and generosity when he established this unique competition.

I wish all of the participants the best of luck.

Anne-Marie Croteau

Dean, John Molson School of Business
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Message from the Founder

J. Sebastian van Berkom, 

B. Comm.

Sebastian founded Van Berkom and Associates Inc. (“VBA”) in 1991 and is President and

Chief Executive Officer. He is also President and Chief Executive Officer of Van Berkom

Golden Dragon Limited in Hong Kong that was incorporated on February 22, 2012.

In his roles, Mr. van Berkom ensures that the investment philosophy, process and disciplines

are properly implemented, resourced and incented.

His investment career commenced in 1971 at the Bell Canada Pension Fund. In 1979, he

became a Partner of LRM Investment Management, and in 1984 co-founded Montrusco

Bolton Investments Inc.

He has won the Small-Cap Manager of the Year in 1997 and was a Finalist at the Annual

Entrepreneur of the Year Awards in 1998. In 2003, he endowed the Van Berkom Chair in

Small-Cap Equities at the JMSB at Concordia University in Montreal. In 2005, he became a

Founding Director of the Institute for Governance of Private and Public Organizations in

Canada (“IGOPP”). In 2011, he funded the Van Berkom JMSB Small-Cap Case

Competition at Concordia University.

On February 19, 2013, Mr. van Berkom was appointed to the investment committee of the

Montreal Children’s Hospital Foundation.

On November 28, 2014, Mr. van Berkom founded the Van Berkom Small-Cap Investment

Management Program at the John Molson School of Business at Concordia.

“I am very much looking forward to the eightth year of

Canada’s first small-cap case competition for business

students. Since the first year of the Van Berkom JMSB Small

Cap Case Competition, the calibre of participants has

continued to increase. I’m looking forward to another fun

event and bringing a new level of challenge to our rising

stars in the investment banking world.”

- Sebastian van Berkom
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In 2011, The Van Berkom JMSB Small Cap Case Competition was initiated by a

generous donation from Mr. van Berkom to Concordia University in the hopes of

building a unique event showcasing the talents in the field of finance and business.

Now in it’s eightth year, the two-day competition will be more exciting than ever as

we invite even more teams from the US to join their Canadian counterparts.

Finance…

Join us for the 8th annual VBCC

Sample Picture

Community… 

Unique…

Only the top nine teams from Canadian and US finance programs will qualify.

Bringing together a community of finance professionals and future leaders.

Creating opportunities for networking and meeting new people throughout.
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Our Audience

36 university-level 

undergraduate and graduate 

students from Canada and the 

US will be competing in the 

event.  Additionally, 20-25 

volunteers from the John Molson 

School of Business will be there 

over the two-day event to assist 

their peers.

Profile:

• 75% male

• Aged 19-32 

• Finance students at the 

undergraduate and 

graduate level

• Professionally driven

• Outgoing influencers

15-20 executive-level finance 

professionals will participate as 

judges, attending the 

competition and networking 

events over the two days. 

Judges are mainly at the Vice-

President, Partner or President-

level from well-known wealth 

management companies.

Profile:

• 95-100% male

• Aged 30 – 60

• High Disposable 

Income

• High spending on 

professional attire and 

accessories

Future Leaders Finance professionals
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Top undergraduate and graduate-level finance and 

MBA students from across Canada and the US will 

attend the competition. All participants must complete 

a qualifying case to ensure that only the best students 

are selected to compete in the prestigious two-day 

competition. In addition to the competing students, 

volunteers at the competition are selected from the top-

tier students in the John Molson School of Business MBA 

program. Sponsors will also have the opportunity to meet 

with and present to top undergraduate and graduate-

level students at the John Molson School of Business.

Recruiting

In addition to being able to directly target 60 top-level 

students, sponsors will have direct access to a specific 

niche of executive-level finance professional judges. 

Mainly males with high disposable income, this group 

receives an exclusive gift-bag targeted at their 

demographic. This is a unique opportunity to target this 

niche, engage them, position your product and 

encourage trial and brand preference.

The Van Berkom JMSB Case Competition relies on 

support from the community to provide an exceptional 

experience for participants, judges and volunteers, on 

both a learning and networking opportunity level. Give 

back to Concordia and the John Molson School of 

Business while connecting with your target and 

showcasing your brand as a supporter of the Van 

Berkom JMSB Small-Cap Case Competition.

Connect with Target

Support your Community

Benefits of being a sponsor
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Some examples of 

sponsorship opportunities

Monetary Donations
By supporting the competition through monetary 

donations, you help to ensure the continuity of the 

competition while increasing your brand’s visibility 

and connecting with current and upcoming leaders 

in the finance industry. Monetary donations can start 

from as little as $500 and benefits 

In-Kind Donations
Encourage trial and brand preference by placing 

your products in our gift bags and competition 

space. Every participant, volunteer and judge 

receives a gift bag full of items ranging from 

stationary to personal care. Target your placement 

by selecting the group you would like to receive your 

products. Food and beverage items are also 

encouraged and can be showcased in our 

competition prep and live case rooms. 

Specific Events

Other sponsorship packages can be discussed 

Would you like to access a larger group of students 

than our specific target market? Position your brand 

and reach a wider range of students by hosting an 

event pre-, during or post-competition. Events can be 

recruitment or information related and highly 

customized to your needs. We can help you reach 

out to the JMSB student body at large through event 

collaboration.
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Sponsorship Levels
We are open to collaborating with our sponsors to ensure that we’re creating a 

customized, mutually beneficial package. Here are some examples of the 

specific  benefits we can offer at different levels of donation.

Benefit In-Kind
Level 1 

$1,000

Level 2

$2,000

Level 3 

$3,500+

Logo on website ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Literature and 

product samples in 

gift bags
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Social media 

contest
To be 

discussed

To be 

discussed

To be 

discussed

To be 

discussed

Opening 

ceremony 

mention

To be 

discussed ✓ ✓ ✓

Logo on social 

media  cover 

photo

To be 

discussed ✓ ✓

Logo on Welcome 

board
To be 

discussed ✓ ✓

Logo on the tables 

at opening 

brunch(es)

✓
✓

A moment with 

students
• A customized 

presentation to 

targeted students

✓

Logo on gala 

banquet tables ✓

Advertisement in 

electronic program 

books

To be 

discussed
¼ page ½ page Full page

Invitation to 

networking events ✓
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Van Berkom JMSB Small Cap Case Competition

1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W.,  MB6.321

Montreal, Quebec, Canada, H3G 1M8

514.848.2424 x4127

sponsorship@vanberkomcc.com

Contact us

Photo: Concordia University


